· Course Title: Digital Photography and Imaging
· Course code: VA 328
· Course Type: CE2

· Level of Course: 1

· Year of Study:  3/4

· Semester:  F

· ECTS Credits: 6

· SU Credits:  3

· Name of Lecturer:  Murat Germen

· Objective of the Course: The initial objective is to introduce a basic knowledge of photography briefly, covering history of photography and technical details minimally. Following this, the course aims to discuss what photography can and cannot do, in terms of representative documentation, story narration and “unreal” fiction. There will be various assignments that deal with the notions of time, space, subject, object and their various combinations in different contexts. The aim is to encourage students to think about why and how images are created, in addition how they are (ab)used in daily life, media and so on. Though this is an introductory class, it gets quite advanced towards the end of the semester. THIS COURSE IS NOT A “BASICS of PHOTOGRAHY” COURSE where you learn photography as a hobby, it is rather run in an art studio course format.
· Prerequisites: VA 201, VA 202 (time conflict requests will NOT be accepted, PLEASE do NOT send requests)
· Course Contents: Students will first recognize the similarities and minor differences between conventional and digital photography. Works of contemporary and classical masters will be shown through the development of the class and students will be expected to submit 2-4 assignments, depending on the semester and the level of students taking the course. Gallery and / or museum visits, off-class readings and in-class discussions are much encouraged; active participation is very much appreciated and rewarded as additional grade at the end of the semester. Various photographic practices such as portraiture, self-portraiture, street photography, architectural photography, typological photography, etc. will be studied in detail with many examples from different cultures and photographers of various ages. Students are supposed to learn how photography can be used in creating stories, narratives and how a conceptual project can be developed based on personal concerns.
Learning Outcomes: Upon completion of this course, students will be able to: 

· demonstrate ability in dealing with image processing
· criticize images created with no prior theory and concept studies

· learn how to mix, interweave, balance images with text and vice versa
· modify the way in image is perceived and improve the way a message is conveyed
· construct a conscious approach to ethical issues in photography
· integrate their prior basic design abilities into photographical expression of form
· demonstrate skill in basic photography techniques

· identify themselves as creators instead of practitioners

· interpret messages to be conveyed through photos taken by both professional and amateur photographers

· outline how professionalism and artistic creation may unite and/or separate in different cases
· Recommended Readings: 

- Susan Sontag: “On Photography”
- Susan Sontag: “Regarding the Pain of Others”
- John Berger: “Ways of seeing”
- John Szarkowski: “The Photographer's Eye”
- Roland Barthes: “Camera Lucida”
- Charlotte Cotton: “The Photograph as Contemporary Art”
- Fred Ritchin: “Bending the Frame”
- Fred Ritchin: “After Photography”
- Terry Barrett: “Criticizing Photographs : An Introduction to Understanding Images”
- Richard D. Zakia: “Perception and Imaging”
- and more...
· Teaching Methods: L, ST

· Assessment Methods:  Participation/attendance 35 %, Assignments 65
· Language of Instruction: E
